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COSMOPOLITANISM

Anthropology insists that global society, just procedures and objective
knowledge should be seen as lying beyond culture, custom and
community.

More broadly, a cosmopolitan anthropology pursues three related
pedagogic and political ends. First is the realization that the constituent
units of humanity are individual actersenergetic, self-conscious,
intentioning — not collectivities or their discourses and symbolic
classications. The variable nature of cultural ideologies of person-
hood — dividualism, individualisrhomo duplexshould not occasion
confusion concerning individuality as a human universal. Second is
the necessity of distinguishing thebstance particular cultural
traditions or personal lifestyles from the transcerwgpécities
individuals (together and apart) to live and change those traditions.
Cosmopolitanism insists upon a recognition, which is both moral and
ontological, of the individual particularity and the human singularity
that cultural forms might disguise. The individual human being
and the human species alike exist beyond culture: both possess an
ontological reality- as things-in-themselveswhich culture and its
symbolierhetoric constructs do not. It is a human capacity to make
cultures; it can be an individual human choice to inhabit a particular
cultural world. But neither the human species nor the human individual,
as things, are beholden to particular cultures: species and individuals
exist beyond their particular acts of making and particular choices and
tastes. In short, cultural traditions, ideologies and communities should
not be conated with, or be accorded equivalent respect to, the
concrete lives of individual actors who embody those traditions and
communities at particular timesand who may (and should have the
right to) exit and pursue alternativabituses

The third end is the securing of those legal conditions where
individuals have a right to their own ideologies (religion, rhetoric,
culture, symbologyjyuaideology, freely and continually chosen, but
do not have the right to impose this as truth on others who do not
choose to belong, or would now choose atently. Iris Murdoch
(1970) dened‘goodnessn a moral society as abstaining from visiting
on€s desires upon others so that they may come into their own;
anthropology as a cosmopolitan project aspires to that global moral
environment where more and more might know their lives as their own
achievement continually preferred and potentially exchangedt
an ascription.

Two features of such an idegpical society bear emphasizing.
First are normative arrangements whereby individuals might globally
enjoy conditions to nurture their own world-views and tee their
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